b
[mmigrant (__'-eu:_::n'i]‘]
of Ireland

INFORMATION NOTE
on the children on non-EEA students attending State schools

The Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform has recently introduced
new immigration arrangements regarding children of non-EEA students
attending State schools. The following information is from the Irish
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) website:

Unaccompanied Students

Unaccompanied non-EEA children who were studying in Ireland as part of the
2007-2008 school year in a State school will be permitted to continue their
schooling in the State for the 2008-2009 year. Extension of permission to
remain after completion of that school year will only be permitted with the
express written approval of the Department of Education and Science.

Children of non-EEA students already in State schools

Where non-EEA students have enrolled their children in State schools and the
child was already in education for some or all of the 2007-2008 school year,
and the parent can demonstrate that they have partially completed their own
course, the child will be permitted to remain in education until the completion
of their parent’s course, provided that the parent’s course completes on or
before July 2010.

Parents may not enrol in new courses or transfer between courses. Where
the parent’s course ends in the middle of a school year, the parent’s
registration cannot be extended solely for the purpose of allowing the child to
finish the year.

Children of first-time non-EEA students

First time students presenting for registration with the Garda National
Immigration Bureau in Autumn 2008 will be asked to confirm that they are
neither accompanied by children nor do they intend to have their children join
them later on.

If they are unable to meet this requirement they will not be registered unless
the placement of the child in education has been expressly approved in writing
by the Department of Education and Science or the Department of Justice,
Equality and Law Reform.

A link to the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform’s information
note for children of non-EEA students attending State schools can be found
here: http://www.inis.gov.ie/en/INIS/Pages/WP08000025




For further information or assistance please contact the ICI:

Contact Details

Our Information and Support Service can be contacted by telephone on
(01) 674 0200 on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from
10 to 12.30pm and from 2pm to 4.30pm. Clients with general enquiries
may be referred to another agency for assistance.

Clients with complex cases may be offered an appointment to speak to an

Information and Support Officer in person on a confidential basis.

From January 2009, consultations with Information and Support Officers
will be by appointment only.
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