HELEN FOLEY



IT WAS A SUNNY SATURDAY MORNING IN ENFIELD, €O,
MEATH. THE GRASS ON THE ENFIELD CELTIC FOOTBALL
PITCH SPARKLED WITH DEW, AND THE KIDS WERE
BUZZING WITH EXCITEMENT. TODAY WAS THE FIRST DAY
OF THE NEW FOOTBALL SEASON!

TOMMY, THE TEAM CAPTAIN, STRETCHED HIS ARMS AND

SMILED AT HIS TEAMMATES. THEY HAD KIDS FROM ALL

OVER THE WORLD ON THEIR TEAM—RAVI FROM INPIA,
PAVEL FROM POLAND, AISHA FROM NIGERIA, MATEO

FROM SPAIN, AND MANY MORE. TOGETHER, THEY mADE
UP THE RED CARD CLUB. THEIR JOB? TO STAND UP

AGAINST RACISM AND UNFAIRNESS—JUST LIKE A
REFEREE SHOWS A RED CARD TO A PLAYER WHEN THEY
BREAK THE RULES.



BUT TODAY, SOMETHING FELT A BIT DIFFERENT. TWO
NEW PLAYERS WERE JOINING THE TEAM: LIAN FROM
CHINA AND EmILIA FROM ROMANIA. THEY LOOKED A

LITTLE NERVOUS, STANDING AT THE EDGE OF THE FIELD,

UNSURE WHERE TO GO.
TOMMY WAVED THEM OVER. "COME ON, LET'S PLAY!
YOU'LL LOVE IT HERE AT ENFIELD CELTIC.”

LIAN AND EMILIA SLOWLY WALKED OVER, BUT THEY
DIDN'T SAY MUCH. LIAN HELD HIS FOOTBALL CLOSE TO
HIS CHEST, WHILE EMILIA FIDGETED WITH HER
SHOELACES.

THE COACH BLEWY HIS WHISTLE. “ALRIGHT, EVERYONE!

| TIME TO WARM UP. GRAB A PARTNER!"




THE COACH BLEW THE WHISTLE AGAIN. “LET*S GO, TEAM!
DON'T FORGET—THE RED CARD CLUEB STANDS UP FOR
EVERYONE.”

TOMMY SUDDENLY HAD AN IDEA. "WAIT! WHAT IF WE
SHOWED LIAN AND EMILIA HOW WE DO THINGS HERE?
THEY'RE PART OF THE TEAM NOW, JUST LIKE EVERYONE
ELSE."




EVERYONE PAIRED UP QUICKLY, BUT LIAN AND EMILIA
WERE LEFT STANDING BY THEMSELVES. TOMMY NOTICED
AND FELT A PANG OF WORRY. “HEY, LET'S ALL PARTNER
UP TOGETHER!" HE CALLED, BUT MATEO SHOOK HIS HEAP.

“I DON'T KNOW HOW TO PLAY WITH THEM,* HE
WHISPERED TO RAVI. "THEY'RE SO DIFFERENT.”

AISHA OVERHEARD AND FROWNED. "THEY'RE JUST NEW.

THEY NEED FRIENDS LIKE WE ALL DO. REMEMBER WHEN |
JOINED LAST YEAR? IT WAS SCARY AT FIRST.”
RAVI LOOKED OVER AT LIAN AND EMILIA, WHO WERE
STANPING QUIETLY. “| DON'T KNOW WHAT TO $4Y TO
THEM," HE ADMITTED.




TOMMY JOGGED OVER TO LIAN AND EMILIA, WITH AISHA
AND RAVI FOLLOWING BEHIND. “HEY! DO YOU WANT TO
SHOW VS HOW YOU PLAY IN CHINA AND ROMANIA?"
TOMMY ASKED WITH A BIG SMILE.

LIAN'S EYES LIT UP. “IN CHINA, WE LIKE TO DRIBELE
FAST, LIKE THIS!" HE DROPPED HIS BALL AND SHOWED
OFF $SOME QuIcK FOOTWORK, ZIPPING THE BALL
BETWEEN HIS FEET.




EMILIA SMILED SHYLY. “IN ROMANIA, WE PO TRICKS LIKE
THIS.” SHE FLICKED THE BALL UP WITH HER FOOT,
BOUNCED IT OFF HER KNEE, AND CAUGHT IT ON HER
HEAD.



THE REST OF THE TEAM WATCHED [N AWE. "WHOA! THAT'S
50 cOOL!" RAVI SAID, EYES WIDE OPEN. "TEACH ME HOW
TO DO THAT!"

LIAN AND EmMILIA LAVGHED, AND SOON THE WHOLE TEAM
WAS LEARNING NEW TRICKS FROM THEM.

AS THE PRACTICE WENT ON, THE KIDS PLAYED TOGETHER,
PASSING THE BALL, CHEERING EACH OTHER ON. LIAN AND
EMILIA STARTED TO FEEL MORE AND MORE
COMFORTABLE. BY THE END OF THE SESSION. IT WAS LIKE
THEY HAD BEEN PART OF THE TEAM FOREVER.




THE COACH CALLED EVERYONE IN FOR A FINAL HUDDLE.

“GREAT WORK TODAY, ENFIELD CELTIC! BUT BEFORE WE

GO, | HAVE A QUESTION. WHO REMEMBERS WHAT BEING
PART OF THE RED CARD CLUE MEANS?"

TOMMY RAISED HIS HAND FIRST. “IT MEANS STANDING VP
FOR EACH OTHER. NO MATTER WHERE WE COME FROM OR
HOW DIFFERENT WE ARE., WE'RE ALL ON THE SAME
TEAM."

THE COACH SMILED. "EXACTLY RIGHT, TOMMY. LIAN.
EMILIA—WELCOME TO THE TEAM. YOU'RE PART OF OUR
RED CARD CLUB NOW."

LIAN AND EMILIA GRINNED. "THANKS, COACH. WE'RE
HAPPY TO BE HERE!"




AS THE TEAM GATHERED THEIR BAGS AND STARTED TO
HEAD HOmME, TOMMY HAP ONE MORE IDEA. “HEY, HOwW
ABOUT WE ALL GO TO 8LACK DOG CAFE AND GET SOME
HOT CHOCOLATE?

EVERYONE CHEERED, AND THEY RACED OFF TOGETHER, A
TEAM UNITED BY FRIENDSHIP AND FUN, NO MATTER
WHERE THEY WERE FROM.



